


1,050 square feet. The average cost in the United States of a
three-bedroom Habitat house is approximately $60,000.

Do Habitat houses lower neighborhood property
value?

Many studies of low-cost housing show that affordable hous-
ing has no adverse effect on other neighborhood property
values. Habitat firmly believes its approach to affordable
housing improves neighborhoods and communities by
strengthening community spirit and increasing the tax base
while building better citizens through the cooperative efforts
involved in Habitat construction.

Do Habitat homeowners sell their houses and make
a large profit because of the original low cost?
Special second mortgages that are “paid off” by living in

the house, as well as first buyback option clauses that many
Habitat affiliates put into their agreement with homeowners,
help alleviate concerns that some people may have regarding
the resale of houses.

Is Habitat for Humanity an American poverty
program?

Habitat for Humanity International started in the southern
United States and remains based in Americus, Ga. Itisa
global partnership, however, drawing families in need to-
gether with volunteers and resources to build simple, decent
houses all over the world. Habitat has worked in more than
3,000 communities in some 100 countries.

Is Habitat for Humanity an arm of the government?
Habitat for Humanity International is an independent,
nonprofit Christian housing ministry. It is not an arm of the
government, nor an arm of any particular church denomi-
nation. Habitat does accept government funds for infra-
structure, utilities, capacity building or training, and house
building, so long as those funds do not affect Habitat’s ability
to proclaim its Christian witness.

Was Habitat for Humanity started by former U.S.
President Jimmy Carter?

Habitat for Humanity International was started in Americus,
Ga., in 1976 by Millard Fuller, along with his wife, Linda.
Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn,
are longtime Habitat supporters and volunteers who help
bring national and international attention to the organiza-
tion’s house-building work. They lead the annual Jimmy and

Rosalyn Carter Work Project to help build houses and raise
awareness of the need for affordable housing. Since the first
Carter Work Project in 1984, more than 2,000 houses have
been built in conjunction with the events.

Does Habitat for Humanity operate through chap-
ters in states and countries throughout the world?
Habitat does not operate through centrally controlled chap-
ters but through locally run affiliates. Affiliates are grassroots
organizations of local people coming together to address
local housing needs. Each affiliate is an independent non-
profit organization that operates with specific service areas
under a covenant relationship with Habitat for Humanity
International.

Does Habitat for Humanity builds only in cities—or
only in rural areas?

Habitat—through local affiliates—is at work in cities, suburbs
and rural areas in highly developed countries and in devel-
oping countries. Because poverty housing is so widespread,
Habitat’s work goes on 365 days a year in locations through-
out the United States and around the world.

Can poverty housing, which is such a large prob-
lem, ever be solved?

Poverty housing is a huge issue. But Habitat believes that by
continuing to build houses with people in need, by working
with other committed groups, and by putting the issue of
poverty housing on the hearts and minds of compassionate
people everywhere, the problem can be solved. Habitat’s 21st
Century Housing Challenge calls communities together to
eliminate substandard housing in their area. Communities
are accepting that challenge to build with a definite plan
and at a rate that makes it possible to eliminate substandard
housing.
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